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Dates related to standards

The date of ratification (DOR): Date the CENELEC Technical Board notes the
approval of an EN or HD, from which time the standard may be said to be
adopted. For administrative reasons, the formal DOR date is taken as the first
day of the month following the Technical Board decision

Date of availability (DAV): Date when the definitive text in the official
language versions of an approved EN or HD is distributed by the CENELEC
Central Secretariat

Date of announcement (DOA): Latest date by which the existence of an EN
or HD has to be announced at national level by the CENELEC members

Date of publication (DOP): Latest date by which an EN has to be implemented
at national level by publication of an identical national standard or by
endorsement

Date of withdrawal (DOW): Latest date by which national standards conflicting
with an EN or HD have to be withdrawn

Special National Conditions and A-deviations

A special national condition is a national characteristic or practice that cannot
be changed even over a long period of time. These special conditions normally
refer to weather and ground conditions that for obvious reasons cannot be altered.
For the countries in which the special condition applies, these provisions are
normative. For the others, they are simply informative. The strength of the CENELEC
Standard is that all these special national conditions are listed in an annex to the
standard. This way, they are available to all manufacturers and no one has an
advantage over the others in terms of nationality, in an efficient way to building
up a truly unified market.

An A-deviation is a national divergence arising from an incompatible legislation,
the alteration of which is beyond the scope of the CENELEC member. In this case,
things become a bit more complicated and two scenarios may be possible:

In the case of a harmonized standard (fulfilling the requirements of a European
Directive), and for EU countries, A-deviations are simply not allowed. In the
case of a non-EU country, the A-deviation is valid until the conflicting
legislation has been removed (this applies to Iceland, Norway, Switzerland,
the Czech Republic, Malta, Hungary and Slovakia)
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In the case of a European standard (not related to the requirements of any
Directive), the A-deviations remain valid until the moment this legislation has
been removed.

Just like in the case of special national conditions, A-deviations are also an integral
part of the European Standard (annexed to it) letting everyone know about the
possible changes to be applied should a product be introduced in a listed country.

In any case, special national conditions and A-deviations are not necessarily
negative for they are both treated as an integral component to the text. CENELEC
is in no case the cause of the problem. It merely highlights the existence of an
inconvenience that must be taken into account by manufacturers, and one that,
if necessary, should be solved by either European or national Authorities (the
latter in case of non-harmonized standards).

CENELEC and the IEC

CENELEC also works in close cooperation with the IEC, the International Electro-
technical Committee, as one of our main policies is to develop standards with a
global application. In this sense, many IEC Standards become CENELEC Standards
(about 66% of CENELEC Standards are identical to those of the IEC).

This strong relation is first of all illustrated by the fact that the 22 CENELEC
Members are also IEC Members. Since the start of its existence, CENELEC has
used the publications and draft documents issued by IEC as the most important
source of reference documents for the preparation of its European Standards.

The process by which European standardization items are offered to the IEC for
possible international standardization is established in the Dresden Agreement.
It comprises a chapter on the common planning of work, whereby each new work
item identified at European level can be offered to IEC provided the work can be
completed in a defined time period, and a chapter on parallel procedures, providing
for simultaneous publication of identical Standards. This agreement also guarantees
that any standard already ratified by CENELEC will be automatically offered to
the IEC for possible acceptance at international level.

But here we now find the main difference between IEC Standards and CENELEC’s.
IEC does not require its members to implement the standards published while
those very same IEC Standards, under an EN reference this time but same
numbering as the IEC, must be implemented by all CENELEC countries. This
method, at European level, also guarantees that any conflicting national standard
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must also be withdrawn. The advantage for the manufacturer in applying CENELEC
Standards emanating from the IEC is that, besides granting access to all 22
CENELEC countries, these same standards are recognized worldwide thanks to
the work of the IEC.

Sometimes CENELEC adopts IEC Standards but slightly modifies them with some
common modifications, which are a few alterations added for the European
marketplace. Normally, these common modifications include tougher guarantees
of health and safety to be applied for the European market. These standards count
for about 10% of all CENELEC Standards.

It is very easy to differentiate purely European homegrown standards from European
Standards that have been adopted from the IEC. Just look at the numbering; if
you find an EN of the 50000 series, it is a homegrown European Standard, while
an EN of the 60000 series is always an IEC Standard. It is also possible that you
find an IEC/EN Standard (60000 series) that provides presumption of conformity
because it is a harmonized one.

The CENELEC – IEC Agreement: The Dresden Agreement

History

The Dresden Agreement, initially known as the Lugano Agreement, covers the
planning of new work and parallel voting. It was concluded in 1996.

Objectives

To expedite the publication and common adoption of international standards

To ensure the rational use of available resources. Full technical consideration
of the content of the standard should therefore preferably take place at
international level

To accelerate the standards’ preparation process in response to market demands

To facilitate the adoption of European Standards internationally

Common planning of new work

Since all CENELEC members are also members of the IEC, the procedure noted
below covers the need for new work arising at the European level.
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New work arises at European level via either the CENELEC AG or the CENELEC
BT. As a matter of policy, CENELEC would endeavour to ascertain whether the IEC
could undertake this work.

Categories of New Work

New work of European origin

Required modifications to IEC Standards to tailor them to European needs, or

The need to revise IEC Standards

Ownership

The Agreement requires the IEC to advise CENELEC whether it can undertake the
work.  This should be done as soon as possible and, at the latest, within six months.
If accepted, and acceptable to CENELEC, the work becomes an IEC project. If the
IEC rejects the work proposal or if the IEC’s timescale is too protracted for CENELEC,
then CENELEC will continue the work.

Progression of New Work

Progress details on these projects, whether undertaken by CENELEC or the
IEC, are exchanged between the two organizations on a monthly basis

Draft standards prepared by CENELEC must be of a quality consistent with
ISO/IEC Directives. They are subject to a five-month inquiry period. CENELEC
is obliged to take note of comments received via the IEC network

A parallel voting period of two months is stipulated in the Agreement. If IEC
and CENELEC votes are positive, the standard is published both as an IEC
Standard and an EN Standard in Europe. If the IEC vote is positive, but the
CENELEC one is not, it is published as an IEC Standard. CENELEC may decide
to publish it with common agreed European modifications

The Agreement also covers the adoption of previously published European Standards
as IEC Standards.

Results of the cooperation with the IEC

In overall terms, 75% of CENELEC standards are identical to or based upon IEC’s.
Next charts clearly show this relationship and its evolution in the past years.
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Figure 2: Evolution of the equivalence between active CENELEC standards and IEC standards since 1995
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The Vilamoura Procedure

In addition to the benefits of the Dresden Agreement, and in order to ensure that
progress made at international level is not being overridden at national level,
CENELEC has set a notification procedure all members have to follow: the Vilamoura
Procedure.

In essence, this agreement obliges all CENELEC members to notify any national
standardization project to all other members should there be an interest for a
common standard at European level. If there is no reaction in a maximum period
of 3 months, then the country in question may continue developing this internal
project.

Overall level of equivalence between CENELEC Standards and IEC’s at the end of
the year 2001

Identical to IEC’s 2662 66.5%

Based on IEC’s 315 8%

Purely European 1027 25.5%

Total 4004 100%

Identical to IEC Standards Based on IEC Standards Purely European Standards


