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Abstract

Information extraction (IE) is commonly defined as extracting structured data out of unstructured 
data, as it is provided, e.g., in textual documents. During the last decade IE heavily gained in im-
portance not least to the massive and permanently growing amount of unstructured data, which is 
available online. There is a wide range of techniques to cope with this challenging task, which is partly 
based on information retrieval methods and techniques and, due to its addiction to the natural lan-
guage, subject to linguistic research.

Web information extraction (Web IE) takes as input Web pages instead of local textual documents and 
addresses the given peculiarities of this domain, e.g., semi-structured data, distributed text sources, 
and design issues. Techniques range from screen scrapping tools, relying on structural and layout tags 
of Web pages, to NLP based and machine learning approaches. Even if some general approaches exist, 
e.g., text engineering frameworks, the majority of application systems are domain dependent, relying 
on a domain specific vocabulary and grammar.

The current lecture provides an introduction into Web IE on hand of an example and discusses some 
aspects which we deal with in current projects.
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